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                                                         ABSTRACT

                 REFLECTION   ON   FAMILY    RELATIONSHIPS  IN  AROMANIAN    ORAL   LITERATURE         

            Through kinship, the human group produces, according to its living mechanisms of selection and management of own ideological and symbolic resources, the set of values and norms, beliefs and practices which structure and regulate the social macrosystem within it functions.

          As far as the South-Danubian area is concerned, there is not enough scientific data about Aromanian kinship system, so we could say that the interested researcher  faces a serious difficulty, due to the poorness of  theoretical scientific sources and the specific exegesis of the domain. Some aspects of the Aromanians kinship system are mentioned tangentially in articles, studies and scientific monographs with various contents.

           In the first chapter of the paper Reflection on Family Relationships in Aromanian   Oral Literature, entitled The Aromanian Oral Literature And The South- Danubian Identity, I focused my attention upon the most significant moments of the scientifical folklore researches regarding the Aromanian communities in the Balkan area. Then I went on presenting the scientific tools, published within the framework of Romanian ethnological researches, such as: anthologies, typologies, monographs, dictionaries.The elaboration of such essential works joins the trend of the beginning of the 20th century, when most scholars were concerned about rescuing the traditional cultural heritage.

         The second chapter of the paper, called The Power Structures and Kinship Patterns deals with the most important  traditional institutions identified within the Aromanian society: celnicatul, auşaticu, fălcarea, soia, taifa, fumeal’ea (as a remark, the first three existed until the  beginning of the 20th century). The Aromanian institutions of celnicat, auşaticu  and fălcarea represented  for centuries the essential  forms of social organization of the shepherd communities, characterized by the absence of a defined  territorial reference.

         The nature of social life of such  human groups was strongly influenced by the  geographical conditions, these people living in total dependence on the whims of a hostile environment, struggling to adapt in order to survive. The identified social unit of the Aromanian shepherd community, fălcarea is a particular kind of organization of the human bounds. It represents, in a general comprehensible way, the co-operation and the gathering of a socio-economic patrimony, belonging to a certain number of related and co-operating families under the authority of a leader, known as celnic. 

         The  Aromanian extended family is named taifa and the nuclear one - fumeal’ea;   within the Aromanians society fumeal’ea refers only to the descendants (the number of offsprings). 

         In the third chapter, Reflexes of the Kinship System in the Foklore Text, the transfiguration of the real pattern of kinship into the ideal reality of the poetic language, strongly metaphorized,  implies a new kind of analysis and interpretation of the kinship phenomenology, namely by means of the demands and the internal logics of the   formalized folkloric text. Thus, in the light of the oral text  a second kinship system takes shape, comparable in some aspects with the real one.

        The purpose of the last chapter,  Kinship Vocabulary  is to illustrate the classification and the interpretation of lexical items belonging to the cultural discourse of kinship, in order to open a field of reflection on the manner in which the process of denomination, pursuant to specific psycholinguistic characteristics, provides identity to the Aromanian social and cultural universe.

