The Forum for the Information Society

of the Romanian Academy

Declaration - Appeal


For  many thousand years, the cultural evolution of person predominates his biological evolution. In the 21st century the informational evolution will dominate, amplifying the cultural evolution and changing the life of person and society in all the spheres of activity. This movement has already begun in the last ten years of this century. The exponential increase in the last five years of the Internet and of WWW is a unique phenomenon in human history. These technologies will render information and knowledge available for everyone. 

Everything will be changed  in the life of society. This transformation cannot be stopped. Not being in step with the times will mean  continuing for ever in a state of underdevelopment. 


1. The idea of the Information Society deliberated in the last thirty years, has become today a recognised concept in the entire world, by the leaders of the industrialised countries, of the states of the European Union, of other states of the world, and by the international community of scientists and of the business world. Now, it is necessary for this concept to find audience to all the citizens of a country.


2. The technology of the Information Society does exist, it was created in the 20th century, and will undoubtedly be further developed in the next century. In the First Annual Report (1996) of the “Forum for the Information Society” to the European Commission, the information technology is considered the deepest technology and with the greatest consequences for the future since the invention of the steam engine and the use of electricity.


3. Because of the danger to reach a situation which will make it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to make up for the delay in comparison with other countries, which have stepped firmly into the information society, it is necessary that in Romania too political will should be manifested, an interest of the public and private institutions, and also a stimulation of the citizens of the country to enter  the Romanian society into the trajectory of the information society.

4. The Forum for the Information Society of the Romanian Academy, playing the role of a forum of the civil society, intends to arise the interest in the Romanian society concerning the development of the information society, and to propose and stimulate by specific proposals  a series of measures and actions in this direction.



5. The Forum considers that the information society is of immediate interest for Romania, even if the country has many difficulties today. The building of an infrastructure of the information society will be one of the most important resources for economic recovery, and not only for the economy. This infrastructure may constitute a prosperous economic sector that will bring about new jobs, the growth of productivity and competitively. The information technology will bring not only new economic elements and resources, but also  greater social intelligence, more knowledge necessary for everyday life and for work in all fields of activity.



6. Becoming  a dynamic Romanian society in the direction of the information society represents a historical chance for Romania to reduce the difference from the developed countries, as necessary and urgent as the economic reform towards a market economy. A reform without its informational component will not bring Romania nearer the developed countries of the world. Projects for the information society are undoubtedly, absolutely necessary alongside with immediate measuresand measures in the long run, mainly with a view to eliminating the hindrances that oppose to  the development of many structures and functions of the information society.

    A very favourable circumstance for the information society represents the quite remarkable interest of the young in  creating and using the information instruments and for the Internet. 

7. The Forum for the Information Society enjoys  the moral support of some personalities implied in the development of the information society at  European level. The Information Society has become a central element in the general policy of the European Union. Romania, as an associated country, cannot miss the possibilities offered by this association. Our country has acted too weakly from this point of view, and the risk has become rather great.



8. The Information Society is neither  a problem of a reduced number of  scientists, nor  of professionals in the domain of information technology. It is a problem of the entire population and of the institutions of the compatriot the same way, as the telephone, radio, television and school imply all people. It is  necessary to begin real actions for the growing of information society and to encourage  also the self-organisation of this society. The Forum appeals to the executive and legislative instances  of the country, to the political organisations, to mass-media, to the private sector and to the private initiatives to support the promotion  of the Information Society in Romania. 

18 martch 1997.

