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IST for Broadband Europe: Several Possible Questions and Answers

1. Why a conference on Broadband now?

This Conference is organised in a special year, at a special time. The year 2002 is a transition year towards the next EU Framework Research and Technology Development (RTD) Programme. The Information Society Technologies (IST) thematic priority of the 6th Framework Programme is to contribute to realising the European policies – set at the Lisbon Council (in 2000), the Stockholm Council (in 2001), and the Seville Council (in 2002) – aiming at creating in Europe “the most competitive and dynamic knowledge – based economy in the world, capable of sustainable growth, with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion”.  This Conference is organised a few weeks before the launch of the EU 6th Framework Programme and shortly after the official launch of the e-Europe 2005 Action Plan.

Broadband ( also called “high speed internet”) refers to the capability of digital technology to combine and transport at a high speed multiple forms of communication media, including audio, text, data, music, video and other formats. The applications of broadband include among others: education and training (“infinite class room”), telework, healthcare services, interaction between the citizens and governments and on-line game playing.

In a recent evaluation report of the results of the e-Europe Action Plan , it is noticed that “e-Europe has been successful in driving down the Internet connection costs through encouraging the competition. However, this has only affected dial-up connection costs. Broadband has generally remained expensive with citizens limited to choosing between two platforms (ADSL and cable). As a result, broadband penetration in the EU falls far behind the leaders (Korea, Canada, US)”

At the same time in the US, the Information Technology American Association (ITAA) views broadband “as the next important high tech change agent for the US economic growth and expansion” and underlines its potential to transform how people live, work and play.

2. Why this conference in Bucharest?
Current Romanian IT&C(ommunications) context is characterised by a positive evolution that started to become significant on a large scale some three-four years ago. This builds upon on solid human skills in IT&C and long dated traditions. The first Romanian computer, created by Dr. V. Toma in 1957, the National programme for production and utilization of computers (stated in 1967), the design and production of CAMELEON – a first Romanian LAN (in 1982, by Dr. F. Pãunescu and his team), the design and operation of UNIREA, a first Romanian WAN (in operation in 1984, under the coordination of Prof. M. Guran), and the vision of the Information society proposed in late ‘70s by Academician M. Drãgãnescu are only – few examples of the Romanian traditions in the domain.

In 2001, on the request of the President of Romania,  the Romanian Academy, conscious of its role to advise and influence the thinking of the society from an independent and sound scientific position, started a large project entitled “Information society – Knowledge society”. In 2001, the project aimed at building a vision for the years to come, addressing almost all aspects of economical and social life of Romania in a rather similar way in scope and work method to ”Ambient Intelligence” work proposed in 2000 by ISTAG. At the present time, the project of the Academy is focused on computational linguistics and on informatisation of the national cultural heritage, including the virtual library and museum.


The Government of Romania, under the direct coordination of the Prime Minister, has taken, since spring 2000, serious actions to stimulate the national IT&C sector and to implement information society tools and ways of working in various sectors such as: public procurement, education and health.


Also, a series of important scientific events have been hosted by Romania over the last two years such as the International Conference on Telecommunication (ICT 2001), IFAC Large Scale Systems (LSS) symposium (in July 2001), as well as the recent meetings of GRID and ICAN, both held in 2002.

All these facts and positive evolution stimulated us to bring to life the idea of organizing a conference on IST for Broadband Europe, that was first discussed during the IFAC LSS Symposion in July 2001. Now we are proud to organize this Conference under the high patronage of  the President of Romania.

3. What do we expect from this conference?

The Conference aims at addressing the RTD challenges for technologies essential to the deployment of broadband infrastructures, applications and services in Europe. It is meant to provide a timely opportunity to learn about and exchange information and experience on the latest developments and applications in technology as well as to establish new business contacts and partnerships or strengthen the existing ones with a view to building collaboration networks made up of partners from EU Member States and Candidate countries . 


At the same time, the Conference is meant to be an opportunity to get-up-to date information on the IST Thematic Priority of the new 6th Framework Programme such as:

· new rules of participation, new evaluation criteria, new instruments;

· RTD  themes that will be open in the first calls for proposals;

· Feed-backs on the submitted EOI.

 
In addition to classical plenary and parallel sessions, a talk of Tim Berners-Lee, the “father of the web technology” via a bi-directional videolink, is planned to be realized with the technical support of AR telecom. Also, some of the sessions will be transmitted to several Romanian main cities such as Iasi and Sibiu with the technical support of Romtelecom.


After the conference, we plan to produce a Proceedings book containing all full texts of the scientific communication presented here and received by Christmas this year. A book can always document an important moment for a long time. Also, selected articles are to be published in the international journal “Studies in Informatics and Control” (the first Romanian scientific journal with an e-version since 1992, see: http://www.ici.ro/ici/revista/sic.html) and other technical journals.
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5. Some personal hopes

The new technologies this Conference addresses will influence not only the way of doing business, the competitiveness of the enterprise and the satisfaction of the customer. They are very likely to have an impact on our society at large in a hardly forcastable way. I do hope that the new Information society – Knowledge society will be more human being– centered and peaceful. 

In addition, as an engineer and a member of the IT&C community, and at the same as a member of the Romanian Academy, I do dream that people from hard sciences will  work ever more closely with their counterparts from humanistic sciences to build the new society.

To support this dream, I will quote, some verses, I like very much, from book of M. Dertouzos, the man that has had, together with G. Metakides a decisive contribution to the promotion  of Internet and web technology:

“ Unification

Techies

Mind your prescriptions for the world.

Humies

Tone down your fears of techno-change

Step outside your precious castles

Look before the split

Fill thespace that makes you whole.

Enjoy the sunset

And the wheel.

Argue from logic

And emotion.

Technology is humanity’s child

As is our quest for human purpose.

To love them is to love ourseves.

There are no differences.

Only labels”







Prof. F.G. Filip

President of the  ISC
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On behalf of ISC, NOC and APC, I wish you all a most productive and pleasant time in Bucharest!

