FOREWORD

Within the framework of the “JRC Enlargement Action 2004” of the European Commission (EC) Joint Research Centre’s (JRC) Institute for Prospective Technological Studies (IPTS: http://www.jrc.es/) organized on behalf of FISTERA (Foresight on IST in the ERA) thematic network (http://fistera.jrc.es/), in collaboration with the Forum for the Knowledge Society (http://www.academiaromana.ro/forum_info/fpsc.htm) of the Romanian Academy (www.acad.ro)  and ROINTERA (Romanian Research Community Integration in ERA) project (www.rointera.ro), an  workshop entitled “FUTURE VISIONS FOR IST, CHALLENGES AND BOTTLENECKS TOWARDS THE LISBON 2010 OBJECTIVES FOR NEW MEMBER STATES AND CANDIDATE COUNTRIES TO THE EU”.  The workshop was held in Bucharest, Romania on October 18th 2004.

The objective of the workshop was three-fold: (1) to present European Commission’s future research plans in the field of IST (Information Society Technologies), (2) to present current findings of the FISTERA thematic network on foresight work on ICT (Information and Communication Technologies), and (3) to encourage an open debate on development and application of IST in the context of the enlargement process.

The event was one of the workshops organised with experts from the New Member States (NMSs) and Candidate Countries (CCs) to the European Union for discussing their R&D (Research and Development) capacities, the current status of the Information Society in their countries and their visions for its development.  Findings have been documented in a broad Enlargement context. More than 110 registered participants from 13 countries (mostly  NMSs and CCs) attended the event. They belonged to the triangle academia/industry-government. Some participants were quite high-profile, including the Romanian Secretary of State for Research, the Slovenian Undersecretary of State for European Affairs, National Contact Points for the Sixth Framework Programme for IST, ISTAG (Information Society Technologies Advisory Group) and members of the JRC Board of Governors. 

Several open debates were encouraged on the development and application of IST in the Enlargement context, such as on the “Challenges towards Lisbon targets”, “European technology challenges”, complemented by views from ISTAG on “Grand challenges for IST”, “Strategic orientations of leading research centres”.

The workshop has been structured in four themes as follows: 

Theme 1 – Trends, drivers and challenges for Lisbon 2010

Trends, drivers and challenges for Lisbon 2010 were discussed and a FISTERA presentation on the results of a pan-European Delphi triggered an open debate from an Enlargement perspective.

Theme 2 – European Technology Challenges  

FISTERA's European Technology Trajectories were presented and challenged with views of the European Commission's Information Society Technology Advisory Group (ISTAG). 

Theme 3 – European R&D ICT capacities  

Some examples of strategic directions of a number of ICT research centres (findings of a FISTERA study) triggered the debate on the R&D ICT capacities in 

NMS&CCs. A brief insight on the “ICT Research in Romania” has opened the floor for “elevator pitch” presentations from NMS&CCs on research capacities.

Finally, Theme 4 – European Community Integration into ERA in the Enlarged Europe aimed at discussing the challenges and opportunities for cooperation in research in Europe.

The debates and the insights provided by the participants from NMSs and CCs provided the seeds for this Contributed Volume. Their views on the future of IST in Europe and the road forward were analysed in order to understand where do the New Member States and Candidate Countries stand. All talks presented were posted both on FISTERA portal

(http://fistera.jrc.es/pages/roadshows/bucharest%2004/website/agenda_bucharest.htm) and ROINTERA website 

(http://www.rointera.ro/events/?extra=ev20041018&cat=prezentari). 

The papers included in this Contributed Volume approach various facets of the subjects addressed by the workshop. They aimed at giving answers to questions such as:

(1) How is Europe positioning itself in the new global context of IST? Are there any lessons we can learn from the Foresights on Information Society Technologies? What Europe thinks of its future Information Society? Are there any Governance Challenges in the New Global Context? Are there any challenges for New Member States and Candidate Countries to the EU in particular?

(2) What are the challenges for innovation, growth and competitiveness in the European Knowledge Society? Do ICTs Impact on the economy? (a Hungarian insight).

What is the impact of ICTs on SMEs – growth / inhibitors factors (the Polish experience). Is the NMS priority-setting process in IST taking into consideration the NMS labour market trends? 

(3) Can we imagine the technology futures? What are the challenges and Opportunities lying ahead for the developed and developing countries? 

(4) Tools for pictures of the future. Tools for developing and deploying alternative IST scenarios. 

Developing scenarios to explore EU’s pathways towards Information Society – a FISTERA experience and the experience with a Romanian foresight exercise.

In Information Society the web technology offers effective (and, sometimes, sufficient) means for sharing ideas and knowledge. However the editors of this volume (also main organisers of the event) thought that the workshop held in Bucharest deserves a hard copy volume to ensure an almost permanent trace of intellectual collective effort.

They also hope that the present volume would provide the seeds for future work.
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